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What struck me most about this 
welcoming land was the presence of 
extreme luxury in the midst of extreme 
natural beauty. I’ve never seen sweeping 
mountain vistas like those in the south of 
the country, and you could easily mistake 
the capital Santiago for a bustling and 
picturesque European capital if it weren’t 
for the rugged mountain range that 
surrounds it.

If you asked most people in the United 
States what they think of when they hear 
the name Chile, they probably would 
say Chilean sea bass. You’re never far 
from the sea in Chile, but this interesting 
country is not solely a beach and ocean 
destination. The country boasts plenty 
of coastline, but also sprawling glaciers, 
dense forests, and one of the world’s most 
photographed desert regions. And since 
the South American winter corresponds 
to our summer (and vice versa), you can 
find great skiing during the hot Texas 
summers, and warm sunny beaches while 
many of us in North America are enduring 
bone chilling winters. It’s also interesting 
to note that the Chilean flag looks just 
like the Texas flag, so although you may be 
thousands of miles away from home, you 
never feel too far away. 

You’ll start your Chilean adventure 
in the capital, Santiago, with no more 
time than it takes to fly to Hawaii. In 
Santiago, stay at The Aubrey (theaubrey.

com), a luxurious boutique hotel situated in 
the Bellavista neighborhood near upscale 
restaurants and funky little shops. They can 
send a car to pick you up at the airport, and 
you’ll be relaxing by the pool or enjoying 
a pisco sour (the number one drink in 
Chile) at the bar within about 30 minutes. 
The Aubrey is a welcoming place with a 
friendly staff that speaks English and makes 
great recommendations about local food 
and entertainment and can arrange any 
adventure from bike tours to wine tasting.  

The hotel itself is a former mansion 
of a wealthy politician that has been 
transformed into a dazzling luxury hotel 
that maintains an air of old world tradition 
mixed with a modern aesthetic that 
defines cool. The old mission style patio 
terraces combined with medieval stone 
arches reminds me of a European castle, 
while the high-tech art-deco rooms and 
sleek swimming pool built into the nearby 
hillside could easily pass for a private villa 
of the rich and famous. The Aubrey has 
only 15 unique rooms, so you can expect 
top-flight service and attention to detail 
in every area, including free afternoon tea 
and dessert on the patio. The hotel is chic 
and intimate, and its small size and unique 
design create a wonderful balance that lies 
somewhere between Santiago’s historic 
past and its bright future. Just being there 
will delight your senses and inspire your 
creativity.

T R A V E L

LUXURY 
AT THE EDGE 

OF THE WORLD
Far below the equator, there 
is a land of extremes, which 

although easy to visit, seems 
at the edge of the world.  The 

country of Chile stretches 
down alongside the Pacific 

Ocean from its northern 
border with Peru almost 3,000 
miles to the southernmost tip 

of South America, literally at 
the edge of the continent.

By Matt Sims 

Heated jacuzzi swimming pool at The Aubrey
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Once you’ve spent a few days 
discovering Santiago’s colorful houses, 
markets, street cafes, and lively nightlife, 
head south to unleash your inner explorer.  
You’re especially in luck because this 
region has not only the most beautiful 
destination in Chile, but also one of the 
world’s top hotels: The Singular Patagonia 
(thesingular.com). Located just outside 
Puerto Natales in the Chilean town of 
Puerto Bories, The Singular is a five-star 
luxury hotel in the Patagonian region, 
an area where the Andes mountain range 
comes to an end. The hotel is unlike any 
other. From a distance, it looks like a small 
village, but was actually a cold storage 
processing plant in the last century. Today, 
The Singular offers a rare and exclusive 
treat for visitors to enjoy the highest 
standards of luxury close to jaw-dropping 
views of mountains, glaciers, and rare 
wildlife. The design is ultra-modern with 
striking uses of angular steel walls and 
reclaimed wood facades in a futuristic 
layout that could easily fit in with a James 
Bond movie. However, some parts of the 
original building and old machinery are 
still in place, adding an almost museum-like 
quality and a glimpse into a bygone era.

Dinners at the restaurant in The 
Singular are epic adventures in South 
American cuisine crafted by award-
winning French chef Laurent Pasqualetto. 
Like many French chefs, this master of 
the kitchen prefers to use fresh, local 
ingredients and prepare them with 
European panache. The first night, I 
dined on fresh ceviche, grilled tenderloin 
of a guanaco (a llama-like creature that 
roams the nearby hills), pearl barley, and 
a salad with herbs all paired with a fine 
Chilean Carmenere, a red wine that Chile 
is renowned for. The guanaco tasted like 
venison, only better, and the wine was a 
perfect complement. Another night found 
me trying the locally raised lamb, pureed 
eggplant, fresh grilled vegetables, and a 
rhubarb tart, accompanied by a Chilean 
Merlot, one of 56 different Chilean wines 
available. The menu also offered a bounty 
of fresh seafood caught locally like scallops, 
octopus, and king crab. 

Another thing that sets The Singular 

apart is the diversity and quality of 
excursions on which the hotel guides 
can take you. Want to sail up a fiord to 
get up close and personal with massive 
blue-tinged icebergs? Want to ride horses 
through forests and across grassy meadows 
with local gaucho guides, or have a 
personal tour of one of the last great 
wildernesses and marvel at its breathtaking 
landscapes? How about kayaking or 
mountain biking to scenic waterfalls? 
Don’t worry, The Singular has you covered 
with these activities and more.   

You’ll want to pamper yourself at The 
Singular’s spa and wellness center when you 
return from your excursions. A long list of 
treatments is offered including hot-stone 
and holistic massages to cleansing and 
revitalizing facials as well as acupuncture 
and skin-replenishing mineral therapy.  I 
found the unusual setting itself to be 
highly therapeutic and relaxing. It’s quite 
an unusual sensation to rest and unwind 
in a sauna partially made of glass while 
gazing out onto a fiord and snowcapped 
mountains.    

Both The Aubrey and The Singular 
provide visitors to Chile with exactly what 
they need, when they need it. While in 
Santiago, travelers want to experience the 
energy and style that makes this fabulous 
city so unique, and The Aubrey puts you 
right in the middle of the action with 
style and distinction. When you want to 
explore the amazing and sometimes harsh 

landscapes at the edge of the continent 
that make Chile a must-see destination, 
The Singular Patagonia places you far from 
the ordinary in luxurious surroundings 
you will never forget. So follow your inner 
explorer and head south, way south, all the 
way to Chile. If you run out of continent, 
you’ve gone too far.      

Above: The Singular’s unique architecture
Below: Heated pool at The Singular


