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NEW
WORLD
DISCOVERY

You may think 
you know
SOUTH AMERICAN WINE.
But we’re here
to tell you there’s
more to this
continent’s wine
regions than
meets the eye —
or taste buds.

sant iago

neuquÉn

porto  alegre

BY KEVIN RAUB

Patagonia  
Wine

Region

Maule  
Valley

Vale  
Dos  

Vinhedos

74

AUTUMN 2014 A A .COM/CELEBR ATEDLIVING

08.15 Feature_S American Wine.indd   74 7/22/14   4:03 PM

AAP - Pitstop - _0MFAF_CL20140815-074.pdf July 22, 2014 16:08:05



O
PP

O
SI

TE
 P

A
G

E,
 B

O
TT

O
M

: C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 S
A

N
TI

A
G

O
 A

D
V

EN
TU

R
ES

dating back to the mid-1500s, 
when Jesuit missionaries 
arrived with a vast knowledge 
of winemaking. Traditionally, 
Chile has produced the most 
famous wines worldwide; how-
ever, Argentine offerings can 
be equally exquisite — and Uru-
guay, Peru and Brazil are also 
playing catch-up with a sig-
nificant amount of real estate 
being dedicated to vineyards. 
Given this, it’s no surprise that 
South America is a magnet for 
oenophiles. The continent’s 
most famous wine regions — 
Chile’s Maipo Valley and Men-
doza in Argentina — hog the 
majority of wine tourism, with 
a long-standing infrastructure 
of tasting rooms and vineyard 
lodging, as well as an indisput-
able production of outstanding, 
 award-winning wines. But 
there is also something to be 
said for a more boutique wine 
experience — one that allows 
you to meander quietly along, 
making discovery after discov-
ery, rather than following in 
the footsteps of everyone else 
on the continent. The ensuing 
three up-and-coming wine 
regions have begun to draw the 
attention of the wine world, yet 
have managed to remain bliss-
fully off the proverbial beaten 
path, making a visit to any one 
of them an expedition in self-
discovery chased by all manner 
of taste-bud- invigorating 
boutique wines.

SOUTH AMERICA 
IS ONE OF THE NEW 
WORLD’S OLDEST 
WINE REGIONS, 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: A vineyard at Laberinto, in Chile’s Maule Valley; checking the grapes at  
Laberinto; Gillmore Winery and Vineyards; J. Bouchon’s Mingre Wine Lodge
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MAULE VALLEY, CHILE   
just a half-day’s drive south 
of Santiago, the land of Maule 
Valley is a largely undeveloped 
wilderness area that is home 
to 100-year-old vines that 
were chiefly destined for boxed 
wine for the better part of the 
last century. Over the last 10 
years, though, a small group of 
independent-minded boutique 
winemakers decided to scale 
things back to the basics — dry 
farming, handling grapes by 
hand — and are now emerging 
as viticultural repo men armed 
with renaissance varieties 

like carignane, a red 
varietal of Mediter-
ranean origins, that 
are challenging Chile’s 
industrial vineyard 
giants and moving 
Maule toward becom-
ing the country’s first 
appellation. 

Wine tasting in 
the Maule is unlike 
anything a wine lover 
could imagine in Napa 
or Bordeaux. There are 
no fancy tasting rooms, 
no branded corkscrews 
for sale, no pressure to 
join the wine club, no 
gimmicks whatsoever 
to lure visitors in — just 
a group of family-run 
wineries absolutely 
committed to removing 
the bells and whistles 
from the winemaking 
process in order to or-
ganically produce wines 
with a story to tell.

Take Rafael Tirado, 
for example, one of 
a gaggle of renegade 
winemakers who are 
transforming the 
Maule into one of the 

New World’s most exciting and 
eccentric wine regions: He 
purposely planted his vine-
yards at Laberinto in myriad 
disorientating ways — i.e., non-
conformist compass directions 
in relation to shade and sun, 
in circles instead of rows, in a 
maze modeled after the laby-
rinth at Chartres Cathedral in 
France. The Maule is just kind 
of like that.

Tirado also welcomes guests 
into his own home, where he 
does all the cooking, pouring 
and cleaning on his own. The 
fruits of his labor speak for 
themselves. His 2011 Ceni-
zas de Barlovento Sauvignon 
Blanc, all crisp, tangy and 
invigorating, pops on the pal-
ate like no white wine anyone 
in my group, a self-confessed 
horde of red devotees, had ever 
experienced. We practically fell 
over one another, begging him 
to sell us some, which he did — 
right after he ran downslope to 
the cellar and hand-labeled the 
bottles himself. 

Derek Mossman Knapp, 
another of Maule’s bold, organic 
winemakers, is a Canadian 
running a one-family show at 
Garage Wine Co., and he puts 
his wine where his mouth is: He 
drives the trucks, horse-plows 
the vineyards and hand- 
harvests the grapes until he can 
no longer wash off the purple 
stains from his fingertips. Sell-
ing his vintages via WhatsApp, 
his purpose lies in restoring 
Chile’s identity with old-style 
techniques and varietals.

“We are Chile’s minutemen, 
but we fight a silent revolution 
that has interest being placed 
on roots, history, authenticity 
and character,” he says.

IF YOU GO
Santiago Adventures 
(www.santiago 
adventures.com) 
runs excellent 
bespoke tours to the 
Maule Valley.

STAY: The most 
charming spot to 
stay is Mingre Wine 
Lodge, an 1892 
homestead at J. 
Bouchon Winery 
(www.jbouchon 
.cl). The meticu–
lously restored 
casona is rife with 
courtyard-strewn 
lemon and orange 
trees, and offers 
homestyle meals 
and plenty of fire-
warmed hospitality. 

EAT: If reserved 
in advance, J. 
Bouchon, Gillmore 
Winery and Vine-
yards (www 
.gillmore.cl) and 
Laberinto (www 
.laberintowines 
.cl) all offer meals 
with their tast-
ings, usually with 
(or prepared by)
the winemakers 
themselves.

TASTE: Laberinto’s 
unorthodox plant-
ing methods easily 
make for the most 
interesting tasting 
experience in the 
region. This tiny 
boutique winery’s 
sauvignon blanc, 
pinot noir and 
cabernet sauvignon/
merlot blend are 
all outstanding. J. 
Bouchon, Gillmore, 
Garage Wine Co. 
(www .garage 
wineco.cl) and 
Erasmo (www.cali 
boro.com) are also 
requisite stops.
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