
Painting classes in an Italian artist’s studio. A sail down the 
Brazilian coast in a private yacht. An African safari led by a 
documentary filmmaker. A top travel advisor can help you turn 
your next vacation into the experience of a lifetime. In T+L’s 
13th annual A-List, we showcase the best specialists in the 
business—those who can both book you into sold-out hotels 
and introduce you to the most keyed-in local guides. Here, 
they reveal their favorite new hotels, destinations on the rise, 
and tips for making travel better.
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every game during the 2014 World 
Cup, and was shuttled between 
stadiums by private jet. Irvine also 
arranged drumming lessons with a 
top samba school and a meeting with 
a celebrity Brazilian soccer player. 
Years as agent 11.
Other specialty Argentina.
Dehouche, Rio de Janeiro; 
800/690-6899;  
paul.irvine@dehouche.com.
 
CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA

Emmanuel Burgio
Burgio worked in finance before 
creating his travel company, Blue 
Parallel, which specializes in 
top-of-the-line bespoke getaways 
that combine luxury and adventure. 
He can arrange both solo ice treks 
through Argentina’s Perito Moreno 
glacier and family-friendly polo 
lessons on a private estancia—all 
with 24/7 concierge service. The 
company also has a collection of 
private villas, staffed by members  
of Burgio’s team.
Special booking Burgio coordinated 
a wine tasting in the private cellar of 
Cassis restaurant, located in San 
Carlos de Bariloche, Argentina, with 
the owner, Ernesto Wolf.
Years as agent 12.
Other specialty Mediterranean. 
Blue Parallel,  
Potomac, Md.; 800/256-5307;  
emmanuel@blueparallel.com.

CHILE

Brian Pearson «
There’s little the Santiago-based 
Pearson hasn’t experienced when  
it comes to outdoor adventures  
in Chile. He’s cycled thousands of 
miles to develop bike itineraries, 
personally testing all of the stops 
along the way (picnic lunches in 
peach orchards; wine tastings in 
private vineyards). He’s also the 
general manager of Ski Arpa, an 
exclusive snowcat ski mountain  
in the Andes that’s open June 
through September.
Excited about Colchagua Camp,  
a little-known glamping lodge 
outside of Santa Cruz in the heart  
of a Chilean wine valley. Dome-
shaped tents have private terraces 
with hot tubs and are surrounded by 
lemon groves. 
Years as agent 11.
Other specialties Argentina and 
Uruguay.
Santiago Adventures,  
Santiago, Chile; 56-2/2244-2750;  
bpearson@santiagoadventures.com.

GALÁPAGOS

Brian Morgan
Due to constantly changing park 
regulations, the Galápagos can be a 
difficult destination to navigate—
but Morgan and his staff of 19 do it 

with ease, arranging everything 
from scuba diving to boat transfers 
between islands. He has in-depth 
knowledge of the region’s 50-plus 
small ships and luxury cruises, 
including each vessel’s comfort 
level, activity options, and routes. 
Excited about Increasingly popular 
land excursions, such as the 
safari- like Floreana Lava Lodge, on 
Floreana island south of Puerto 
Ayora. The eco-friendly property 
offers stand-up paddleboarding  
and kayaking.
Years as agent 15.
Other specialty Peru.
Adventure Life, Missoula, Mont.; 
800/344-6118; brian.morgan@
adventurelife.com.

MEXICO

Zachary Rabinor
The Puerto Vallarta–based founder 
of Journey Mexico worked his way 
up the industry ladder—he’s been a 
tour leader, driver, guide, and 
logistician—which gives him an 
inside perspective on the planning 
process. He collaborates with the 
country’s best hotels on everything 
from wellness-focused Tulum 
getaways to culture-filled stays in 
San Miguel de Allende. And his 
coordinators personally check  
in with clients at least three times 
per trip.
Insider clout Rabinor planned a 
10-day trip via private jet along the 
Riviera Maya to Chiapas, Comala, 
and Punta Mita. The group stopped 
at archaeological sites, participated 
in shamanistic rituals, and attended 
a privately organized charreada 
(Mexican rodeo). 
Years as agent 20.
Other specialty Central America.
Journey Mexico, Puerto Vallarta, 
Mexico; 800/513-1587;  
zach@journeymexico.com.

PERU AND BOLIVIA 

Marisol Mosquera
A former investment banker, 
Lima-based Mosquera left London 
to become a travel advisor in her 
native country of Peru. She uses her 
bicultural background to her 
advantage, focusing on authentic, 
local experiences: cooking classes in 
a chef’s home, a homestay on the 
shores of Lake Titicaca, or guided 
fly-fishing excursions in a remote 
lagoon in the Peruvian Andes. 
New favorite Hotel B, in Barranco, is 
one of Lima’s most exciting 
openings in years. Set in a Belle 
Époque mansion, the 17 rooms have 
white marble bathrooms, vintage 
armoires, and original art. 
Years as agent 17.
Other specialty Galápagos.  
Aracari Travel, Lima, Peru; 
51-1/651-2424; marisol@aracari.com.

SOUTH AMERICA 

Barkley Hickox «
Hickox’s parents were in the luxury 
hotel business, and a childhood 
spent all over the world easily 
translated into a career in the travel 
industry. She’s skilled at discovering 
off-the-radar experiences, such as 
tasting maté in Argentina, visiting 
an NGO-sponsored favela in Rio, 
and meeting a famous sculptor in 
his Uruguay studio. Indagare Travel 
uses a membership-based model, 
with clients paying an annual 
retainer ranging from $350 to 
$10,000 per year.
Top tip For travelers who want to 
stay off the tourist track in Rio, 
Mama Ruisa is a funky bed-and-
breakfast in the bohemian Santa 
Teresa neighborhood.
Years as agent 4.
Other specialty Italy. 
Indagare Travel,  
New York City; 212/988-2611;  
barkleyh@indagare.com.

Beth Jenkins
At 27, Jenkins is especially in tune 
with the planning styles of younger 
travelers, and is a great fit for 
someone using a specialist for the 
first time. Over the past few years, 
she’s made it a priority to explore 
lesser-known destinations, 
including Roatán, in Honduras,  
and Peru’s Colca Valley—though  
she is also adept at arranging  
trips to the classics (Iguazú Falls; 
Machu Picchu). 
Special booking Jenkins organized a 
pisco tour in Lima, including bars 
that ranged from traditional (La 
Calesa, for some of the city’s best 
pisco sours) to trendy (Malabar, 
which uses the liquor in creative 
ways.) 
Years as agent 5.
Other specialty Honeymoons.
McCabe World Travel,  
McLean, Va.; 703/762-5048;  
beth@mccabeworld.com.

Eric Sheets
A part-time Quito resident, Sheets 
prefers experiences that put a new 
spin on a destination. He may 
suggest stays in a waterfront villa 
staffed with chefs and naturalist 
guides on the Galápagos’ Santa 
Cruz, boat trips to sandy beaches 
along the Amazon, or guided hikes 
through Chapada Diamantina 
National Park—“like the Grand 
Canyon only covered in lush 
greenery”—in Bahia, Brazil. 
New favorite Pikaia Lodge, an 
alternative to the traditional 
Galápagos getaway. With 14 rooms 
(and more in the works) and its own 
private yacht and boat, it offers a 
hybrid land-and-sea experience. 
The resort aims to be carbon neutral 
by 2017, utilizing solar and other 

alternative energy sources.  
Years as agent 18.
Other specialties Chile and 
Argentina.
Latin Excursions, Aventura, Fla.; 
305/356-8488, ext. 100; 
eric@latinexcursions.com.

SOUTH AMERICAN FOOD & WINE

Liz Caskey
A trained sommelier and cookbook 
author, Caskey lives in Santiago with 
her Chilean husband and business 
partner. Together, they keep up with 
the region’s booming food scene, 
and her clients reap the benefits: 
Caskey can arrange olive-oil tastings 
in Colchagua, score coveted 
restaurant reservations in Buenos 
Aires and Lima, and set up private 
tours of Mendoza vineyards. 
New favorite Santiago’s Restaurante 
Peumayen. “The chefs use refined 
techniques, but the focus is on 
generations-old cuisines that are 
traditional to native communities 
such as the Mapuche and Aymara.”
Years as agent 9.
Other specialty Adventure.
Liz Caskey Culinary & Wine 
Experiences, Santiago, Chile; 
904/687-0340; liz@lizcaskey.com.
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