
Continental Drift
The planning, partying, and photo-taking are all over. After the hectic few months leading 

up to your big day, you’ll want a long and luxurious vacation to unwind – and begin your 
lives together. Let these seven extravagant honeymoon destinations – one on each 

continent – take your breath away. By Vanessa Tai

Designed to blend in seamlessly with the 
desert environment and the imposing 
terracotta ridge that rises up behind it,  
Alto Atacama is truly a hauntingly beautiful 
sight to behold. The sweeping views, 
the remote surroundings and the blessed 
tranquility make it a honeymoon destination 
of choice for couples looking to go off the 
beaten track. 

There are over 35 excursions to choose 
from, all designed to ensure you have 
unforgettable experiences with local 
indigenous culture and the desert’s varied 
landscapes. Steel your nerves for volcano 
climbs, mountain biking through desert 
canyons or horseback riding on a sand dune. 
For something a little less high-octane, go 
for a swim in the aquamarine salt waters of 
Laguna Cejar or explore ancient Incan ruins 
that date back thousands of years. History 
buffs, don’t miss out on the Padre le Paige 
Museum, which features perfectly preserved 
artifacts such as tools, clothing, and 

instruments used in religious ceremonies.
After a day of adrenaline-pumping 

adventure, catch your breath and relax at 
any of the hotel’s many peaceful outdoor 
lounge spaces. Designed with a deep 
ecological sensitivity, the long and low-
slung lodge was built mostly with materials 
bought from local Atacameño and Aymara 
communities, using local labour and 
building techniques. Even the water and 
electricity here are self-generated to create 
long-term sustainability. The restaurant 
at Alto Atacama sources the majority 
of its ingredients from local sources in 
the II Region of Antofagasta so as to 

South America – Alto Atacama Desert Lodge and Spa, Chile 
www.altoatacama.com 

The sweeping views, the remote surroundings 
and the blessed tranquility make it a honeymoon 
destination of choice for couples looking to go  
off the beaten track.

serve up gourmet nosh that is a fusion of 
Mediterranean, Chilean and Atacameña. 

During your stay at Alto Atacama, 
you absolutely have to dedicate an evening 
to stargazing. Its sparse rainfall, high 
altitude range and the complete absence 
of environmental pollution makes Chile’s 
Atacama Desert a strong contender for the 
world’s best stargazing destination. Here, 
you’ll get to feast your eyes on the famous 
Southern cross, the Omega Centauri and 
perhaps one of the most extraordinary sights 
known to Man –  the Magellanic Clouds –  
a cluster of dwarf galaxies visible to the 
naked eye. 
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